Structure of "Local Government
of 1929, as a result of which the amount paid in rates by large firms
is so small compared with their other expenses1 that such firms have
little direct interest in the wise and economical expenditure of the
rates.
The city Labour party maintains that the holding of the council
meetings in the morning is a serious bar to working-class candidates
for the council. Indeed, one Labour councillor who recently resigned
gave as his reason the impossibility of regular attendance at morning
meetings. Resolutions in favour of evening meetings have been
before the council several times; the most recent one was only
narrowly defeated. It should be realized that this is not a simple
issue, since evening meetings would put a serious strain on the
permanent staffs.
The organization of parties on the council is not a rigid one.
The Labour members work more as a group than any other section,
voting together unless the whip is relaxed (which, however, it often
is). They meet as a group to discuss policy, and this arrangement is
found to be very useful as a means of enabling all the Labour coun-
cillors to be conversant with the proceedings of the committees on
which any of their number sit. Moreover, the Labour members have
more contact with their ward organizations than the other coun-
cillors; their meetings are attended by delegates from the city Labour
party, and they make reports every month to their ward committees
or to the executive committee of the central council of the party.
An interesting experiment has been started in the Headington
ward, whose Labour councillors periodically hold meetings of their
constituents to discuss municipal affairs.
The distinction between Conservative and Liberal on the council
has become almost nominal, as has happened in many other councils,
where anti-Socialist groups have been formed. In Oxford the only
real party issues now as between Conservatives and Liberals are the
elections of mayor, sheriff, and aldermen. The position before the
War was very different; then each of the two parties was organized
under a strong leader who expected the councillors in his party
to follow his instructions on council matters. At the present time
there is no such system, and the organization of Conservatives
and Liberals is very intermittent and confined to particular issues.
The same tendencies are apparent in the organization of the elec-
tions. Conservative' and 'Liberal* are preserved as labels for can-
1 c.g. ia 1938 the amount paid in rates in Oxford by Morris Motors Ltd. was
j£zsi49» whereas the net profits for 1937 of the whole combine amounted to nearly
£2,000,000.

